
This is Why We Live 
This Is Why We Live is a physical theatre play inspired by the collage and poems of Wisława 
Szymborska by Open Heart Surgery Theatre.  Performed by two actors (Alaine Hutton and Elodie 
Monteau) and cellist (Dobrochna Zubek).  The play involves live musical score and 12 Szymborska 
poems performed in English, French and Polish.   

      
Open Heart Surgery Theatre is an international theatre ensemble based in Canada and the 
UK, led by Coleen MacPherson.  Inspired by the traditions of 
Lecoq and Butoh, we are interested in inter-cultural work that 
engages audiences in a visceral experience.  We take an 
interdisciplinary approach to theatre making: merging live 
music, movement based traditions and dance to create original 
theatre that can speak to everyone.   Recently the company was 
part of a residency at Plateau 31 in Paris, France and Old Vid 
New Voices in London, UK for This Is Why We Live.  After a 
sold out run in London, UK, the company collaborated with 
StudioZAT in Cairo to create the first Canadian-Egyptian 
production of First Draft.  This Is Why We Live was recently 
showcased in Toronto at The Theatre Centre to standing 
ovations and is available for touring in 2017.  Upcoming: From 
Dawn to Dusk, a 12 hour participatory project, 2nd Floor Rear’s festival in Chicago, IL.  

Funders:  Canada Council for the Arts, Polish Consulate of Toronto, Polish Institute 
in London, UK, Polish Institute in Paris, France. 

Running Time:  75 minutes 

Technical Requirements:   
Black box theatre space, 8m by 7m minimum, with the ability to arrange seating in U-shape 
Use of lighting board and ability to connect 4 bare antique lightbulbs to the board. 
Ability to reconfigure seating arrangement to ‘wrap’ audience in the show 
Technician to hang, focus and program the lights 
Use of a platform (6’ by 8’ and approximately 30 “ off the ground) 

Website:  www.openheartsurgerytheatre.com 
Twitter:  @OHsurgery 
Trailer:  https://vimeo.com/168489795 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Openheartsurgerytheatre/ 
Video of the show:  Available upon request 
Review of This Is Why We Live:  http://www.thetheatrereader.com/reviews/2016/10/10/
advocating-for-wonder-open-heart-surgerys-this-is-why-we-live 

Contact Information:  Coleen MacPherson:   coleen.macpherson@gmail.com 
        +44 (0) 7860 381829  (UK) 
          Elodie Monteau:        elodie.monteau@gmail.com 
       +33 (0) 6.13.66.29.14   (France)
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